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Chapter 5
Security And Terrain Management
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RESPONSIBILITIES

Commanders fight the AirLand Battle throughout
the depth of the battlefield. Operationsin the rear in-
clude efforts to secure and support the force, neutralize
or defeat enemy operations in the rear, and ensure
freedom of action in deep and close battles.

The brigade commander is responsible for plans and
operations throughout the brigade area of operations.
He assigns tasks to subordinate and supporting com-
manders to accomplish al brigade missions. The
brigade S3 includes detailed planning for the entire rear
area. Thistype of planning is part of operational plan-
ning for offensive and defensive missions,

The support battalion commander is responsible for
BSA security and terrain management. His goals in this
area include the following:

» Secure the BSA and facilities.

* Minimize enemy interference in C3.

* Minimize enemy interference in support opera-
tions.

* Ensure freedom of movement of friendly troops
throughout the BSA. Thisinvolves control of dis-
located civilians which is coordinated with the
brigade S5 through the brigade headquarters.

* Defeat Level | threats and respond appropriately
to Level Il and |11 threats as discussed in this
chapter.

* Provide and coordinate area damage control.
The SlJGPport battalion coordinates with the deputy
commander or brigade S3. This coordination ensures

the BSA security plan isintegrated into the plan for the
entire rear area.

COMMAND AND CONTROL

The support battalion commander is responsible
for BSA security. As such he has command and con-
trol of all elementsin the BSA for defense and
positioning. Normally, the BSA is a base cluster with
the support battalion commander as the base cluster
commander. The major elementsin the BSA become
unit bases. The senior individual in each baseisthe
base commander. The support battalion SOP covers
as many defense procedures as possible. Each base
has specific responsibilitiesin the OPORD.

All ground units entering the brigade area report to
the brigade rear CP and the support battalion CP. They
receive information for routes, terrain, communications,

and CSS. The rear CP contacts the main command
gpst to confirm the operational aspects of the coor-
ination.

The S2/S3 section of the support battalion CPisthe
base cluster operation center. The support battalion
CP and the brigade rear CP collocate within the BSA
defensive perimeter. Alternate BCOCs are also desig-
nated. Possibilities include the support battalion
company CPs and maneuver battalion field trains. In
urban terrain, the support battalion S2/S3 may have
to establish subordinate base clusters and BCOCs
withinthe BSA. One of these BCOCsisthe aternate
BCOC for the whole BSA.
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Each base sends a representative to the BCOC
staff meetings. In addition, the BCOC issues a Situation
report on aregular basis, twice daily if possible. The report

provides intelligence updates, reporting requirements,
and impending BSA movement orders.

SECURITY

Security operations enable the support battalion to
perform its foremost function — support the force. Each
unitinthe BSA providesits own local security and assists
in the security of the BSA. The support battalion com-
mander ensures that his units are proficient and trained
in basic tactica skills.

ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY

The base cluster operations center provides the com-
mand and control to plan, coordinate, and supervise
base cluster operations. It interfaces with the rear CP on
terrain management, movements reguirements, and
security operations. The BCOC positions units assigned
to the cluster into bases and designates the base com-
manders. Factors in the BSA layout discussion in this
chapter apply here. In addition, the support battalion
commander ensures units selected for collocation com-
plement each other. A viable base requires amix of
weapon systems and adequate planning. It also requires
supervisory personnel and varied communications as-

Sets.
COMMUNICATIONS

Communications for security are conducted by wire,
radio, signals, and personal contact. The é)rimary means
iswire. Each base s linked to the BCOC by wire. The
BCOC operates a switchboard 24 hours a day. Respon-
sibilities for the laying of wire from companies to the
BCOC are not necessarily based on the doctrine of
higher to lower. Planning for wire nets takes into con-
sideration the unit’s capability to perform this mission
and the work load is delegated accordingly.

|deally, the support hattalion also operates a separate
rear opérations radio net. However, availability of
radios may not permit this. Therefore, if wire com-
munications are lost, units monitor the support battalion
command/operations net. If communications by these
means are |0gt, the tenant activities are responsible for
sending a messenger to the BCOC to provide coordina-
tion.

In addition, unitsin the BSA cannot rely on wire
and FM communications to relay aert status. Too much

time passes before every soldier receives the message.
The support battalion commander specifiesin an SOP
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readily recognizable signals that are easy to initiate. For

example, the warning for an NBC attack could be a

metal-on-metal signal. Thissignal isrelayed quickly by
voice, hand and arm movements, or horn blasts.

Detailed information and instructions follow by radio,

wire, or messenger. The all-clear signal is only passed

via command channels.

INTELLIGENCE

Like all other Army forces, the support battalion
erforms IPB. The support battalion interest is two-
old. First, the support battalion knows the importance
of valuable information in support planning. Second,
commanders are responsible for the security of their
units. Intelligence information is also essential for bat-
tlefield deception operations. Essentials of 1PB are briefly

discussed. Detailed information on IPB isin FM 34-130.

Terrain

The support battalion and subordinate commanders
know what possibilities the terrain offers to both friendly
and enemy forces. Thisanalysisisvital to support bat-
talion unitsin view of the limited weapons available and
numerous personnel and equipment in the area. The
support battalion commander relies heavily on the
brigade rear CP for passing information on terrain
analysis from the brigade main CP.

The support battalion S2 personnel use OCOKA to
anayze terrain. OCOKA refers to observation and field
of fire, concealment and cover, obstacles, key terrain,
and avenue of approach.

Radios, ground and air observers' vision, and air
defense target acquisition require line of sight. Brigade
direct fire weapons fields of fire also require LOS.

Concealment is protection from air and ground ob-
servation. Cover is protection from effects of fire. In
built-up areas, brigade elements are likely to occupy
buildings to maximize cover and concealment. Buildings
significantly reduce heat signature. However, planners
also consider soundness of buildings and the surround-
ing road net for support and security operations.

~ Obstacles are natural and man-made features that stop,
impede, or divert movement. To ensure freedom of movement



for friendly forces in the rear, sugport battalion planners
know all existing obstacles and the effects of removing,
overcoming or bypassing them. Weather effects on traf-
ficability also act as obstacles.

Any feature providing a tactical advantage is key ter-
rain. Whether a particular featureiskey or not varieswith
the tactical Situation. However, commanders consider the
following as possible key terrain: bridges, fording sites,
high ground choke points, and road junctions.

Avenues of approach are ground and air routes by
which aforce may reach an objective or key feature.
Considerations for avenues of approach in the area are
their capabilities to support movement and to allow rapid
enemy movement into the rear.

Weathey

Weather affects mobility and the functionin? of virtually
dl items of equipment, aswell as the performance of
personnel. Planners consider terrain and weather concur-

rently. Again, support battalion planners depend on the
brigade rear CP to pass weather analysisinformation from
the brigade weather section. The five aspects of weather
affecting planning are temperature and humidity,

precipitation, wind, clouds, and visibility.

Very high temperatures cause heat injuries and in-
creasec}/ i

( engine wear and failure. Very low temperatures
increase cold weather injuries, damage to engines and
cooling systems, lubrication problems, and fuel require-
ments. Cooler temperatures and humidity cause fog.

Precipitation affects mobility, visibility, and effective-
ness of personnel and equipment. It also affects the quality
of some stored material. Snow, even in small amounts,
reduces the effectiveness of mines. Support battalion plan-
ners consider precipitation of more than 0.1 inch per hour
or 2 inchesin 12 hours critical. Six inches of snow ac-
cumulation or drifts higher than 2 feet have severe effects
on mobility.

Wind usually favors the upwind force by blowing
dust, smoke, sand, rain, or snow on the downwind force.
It affects employment of NBC munitions, smoke, and con-
ventiona weapons.

Clouds affect air operations. This includes logistics
alr missions, and also our own close air support, as well
as the enemy’s ahility to conduct airborne or air assaullt
operations.

Though poor visibility limits employment of air-
borne forces, agents and special purpose force operations
often rely on it to reduce the effectiveness of rear area
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security. Poor visibility hinders control and reduces
effectiveness of reconnaissance, surveillance, and target
acquisition.

Threat Evaluation and Integration

Detailed information on the threat isin FMs 100-2-1,
100-2-2, and 100-2-3. Threat evaluation is a detailed
study of the enemy forces. It considers threat organiza-
tion, tactical doctrine, equipment, and support systems.
The support battalion interest for security purposes is
in rear area threat evaluation. In coordination with the
brigade rear CP, the support battalion S2/S3 prepares
a doctrina template to reflect the enemy’s air assault,
airborne, operational maneuver group, and specia
purpose force employment doctrine. An unconvention-
a warfare situation map and population status overlay
depict other rear area threats such as insurgents, guer-
rillas, terrorists, agents, and potential civil unrest. The
Situation map shows probabl e operating areas, head-
quarters, encampments, and movement routes for
unconventional forces. The rear area population status
overlay shows areas with a high potential for civil unrest
or concentrations of enemy sympathizers. The overlay
a so shows the locations where psychological opera-
tions are effective.

The support battalion passes any information it has
on the threat to the brigade rear CP to assist in its evalua-
tion. Sources of information include local authorities,
local civilians, and displaced civilians. The support bat-
talion uses information from base commanders within
the BSA, MPs, truck drivers, customers, and any other
elements moving into the area. Intelligence analystsin-
tegrate the threat evaluation with weather and terrain
factors to determine how the threat is likely to operate
in the rear area and pass relevant information to the
support battalion.

The support battalion commander uses thisinforma:
;iolrl éo identify specific areas of interest. These may
include—

« Landing and drop zones.
* Key road junctions.
* Forest paths.

« Small groups of individuals attempting to move
through or evade detection in the BSA.

« Guerrilla and insurgency Sites.
« Terrorist operating aress.

Detailed information on IPB isin FM 34-10.
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BSA LAYOUT

A number of factors determine the €l ements located

inthe BSA. The support battalion commander and staff

coordinate with the brigade $4 to determine who isin
the BSA. The BSA isthat portion of the brigade rear
area occupied by the support battalion CP and organic,
attached, or supporting units. The location of the BSA

and the support battalion is contingent on the tactical

gtuation and the location of the COSCOM CSS instal-
lations. The location is also contingent on the MSR,
terrain in the AO, and security considerations. The
brigade S3 approves the location of the BSA with advice
from the $4 and support battalion commander.

The BSA is made up of a combination of small logis-
tics points and unit bases. The BSA may not be one large
contiguous area. It could be several smaller areasinter-
spersed across the rear. During tactical operations, the
BSA is under the tactical control of the support battalion
commander.

In the ACR, the RSS commander locates the RSA in
the security area or in the regimental rear area. He may
aso locate the RSA in abrigade rear area or inadivision
areabased on METT-T. In any case, the commander
locates the RSA approximately 25 kilometers behind the
FLOT. This distance is beyond the range of threat can-
non artillery. The RSA is under the tactical control of
the support squadron commander.

The list below is a representative example of brigade
elements that could be expected to locate in the BSA:

* Support battalion CP.

* Brigade rear CP.

¢ S&T company CP.

* Class| paint.

* Water point.

* Class Il point.

* Classll, Il (packaged) IV and VII point.

* Ammunition transfer point.

* Salvage collection point,

* Mortuary affairs collection point.

* Maintenance company CP.

* Maintenance shops.

* Class IX point.

* Medica company CP.

* Medical clearing station.
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* Class VIII point.

* Smoke platoon.

* Decontamination platoon.

* Reconnaissance squad.

* Military police platoon ().

 EPW collection point.

* Military intelligence company (-).

* ADA battery (-). (ACR only)

* Engineer company (-).

* Field artillery battalion field trains. (HSB and
SIB/TDB)

* Maneuver battalion task force/cavalry squadron
trains,

* ACR aviation elements.

* Signal team.

In addition to these brigade units, the BSA includes
anumber of COSCOM elements operating in support
of the brigade. These COSCOM elements may include
maintenance teams, CEB teams, air or ground medical
evacuation elements, or engineer units. Informati
these are available on the brigade OPORDs| Flgure S-j
shows a sample layout of the BSA/RSA.

Some of the BSA tenants are always located in the
BSA. Examples of these tenants are the brigade rear CP
and the support battalion company headquarters.
Others move in and out of the BSA depending on
METT-T. The maneuver hattalion task force field trains
are not always located in the BSA. In some cases, trains
are not echeloned. In other cases, field trains locate
closer to the battalion troops than to the support bat-
talion elements. In such cases, it is not feasible to
integrate them into the BSA security plan. At other
times, terrain features make such integration impracti-
ca. In short, although the field trains normally locate in
the BSA, they are not there when support or tactical
considerations make another location more favorable.

Inall cases, the composition of BSA elements does
not remain static. The support battalion tracks and con-
trols changes. To accomplish this, al ground units
entering the brigade area send a representative to report
to the brigade rear CP and support battalion CP. Together,
they coordinate movement routes and positioning for units
locating in the BSA. They also coordinate communica-
tions, support requirements and procedures, and security
responsibilities and arrangements. Guards at points of
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Figure 5-1. Sample BSA/RSA layout.
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entry into the BSA direct representatives of entering
units to the rear CP/support battalion CP location. Also,
base commanders notify the BCOC of al LOGPAC
arrivals and departures. Movement of displaced
civilians and local civilians is also controlled.

Changes are also constantly taking place within the
elements. MSTsin the UMCPs vary in composition. Medi-
cal evacuation elements constantly move in and out of the
BSA. Supply elements continue their resupply efforts.
Personnel available for defense actions are extremely
limited within certain bases. Base commanders keep the
BCOC informed of their Situations.

Locations of elements within the BSA vary depending
on METT-T. The support battalion commander, In coor-
dination with the brigade S3 and S4, determines the new
locations. They also order the movement of support bat-
talion elementsin the BSA. Some genera guidelines they
consider include —

« Pogition the brigade rear CP/support battalion CP
near the center of the BSA for C2 and security
reasons.

« Position field trains forward in the BSA near routes
between supply points and combat trains.

o Ensure field trains and other bases |ocate their CPs
near the rear of their bases, closer to the BCOC, to
enhance communications and protection of C2
fecilities,

« Baance the advantages of dispersion (reduced
destruction from a single enemy strike) with the
disadvantages (C3 constraints and extended
perimeter). In general, the BSA occupies an area 4
to 7 kilometersin diameter, though METT-T may
dictate otherwise.

» Make supply points accessible to both customers
and resupply vehicles and helicopters.

* Keep Class 11 points away from other suppliesto
prevent contamination. They should also belo-
cated at least 100 feet from water sources.

 Locatethe ATP at least 180 meters from other
supplies and 620 meters from the nearest inhabited
tent.

* Pogition mortuary affairs and salvage points near
the MSR possibly near the ATP to maximize back-
haul missions of vehicles used for anmunition
supply.

* Locate the Class | point near the water point when-
ever water sources alow.

* Locate the clearing station away from likely target
areas (ATP Class 11 point, bridges, road junc-
tions) but near evacuation routes and an open area
for landing air ambulances.

* Ensure maintenance shops, anng_with parking and
equipment holding sites are on firm ground.

* Position the ATP adjacent to the maintenance
company site to allow the maintenance company,
which has the most self-defense assets in the sup-
port bettalion, to Igrovi de protection for the
austerely staffed ATP.

* Pogition the ATP near the rear of the BSA and near
but off the MSR. Then large numbers of corps
trailers bringing ammunition into the area do not
clog up the MSR withinthe BSA. The ATP re-
quires sufficient area to perform trans oad opera-
tions without interfering with BSA traffic.

» Position units with heaviest firepower, such asthe
mai ntenance company, along the most threatening
avenues of approach,

* Ensure the limited defensive capabilities (M-16/9mm

only) of the medical unit is considered in its place-
ment within bases or base clusters.

BCOC OPERATIONS

The support battalion commander integrates the
base defense plans into abase cluster defense plan. This
requires development of arear operations communica-
tions system and coordination with field artillery,
err:g| neer, ADA, and MP elements and RAS elements of
the ACR.

As a base cluster commander, the support battalion
commander assigns a defensive position and a sector to
each base. He gives bases on likely avenues of enemy
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approach a smaller sector. He also ensures each base's
sector of fire overlaps the adjacent base's sector. He
does this by checking sector sketches provided by bases.
When interlocking fires are not possible between
bases, he plans other defensive measures. He covers
gaps by planning for fires, obstacles, patrols, OPs, and
sensors. He coordinates this planning carefully with
each base to avoid troops engaging friendly forces.
The commander uses HSS personnel only on
perimeter defense of their assigned medical facility.



HSS personnel do not provide perimeter defense of
nonmedical units.

Development of the defense plan requires that the
BCOC knowswho isin the BSA, what weapons and
night vision devicesit has, and what its ammunition
statusis. Thefire %g)port plan isfuII?/ coordinated to
ensure that required support is available. The plan
integrates mortars of units in reserve as well as avail-
able helicopters.

The BCOC keeps a sketch of the defensive plan. It
shows base sectors of fire, locations of mines and
obstacles, planned indirect fire coverage, OPS, patrol
routes, and positions of automatic and antiarmor
weapons. These weaponsinclude those in the BSA for
reﬁai r. If the firing system is operable, the defense
scheme includes these weapons, and mechanics work
on them in their fighting positions. Whenever pos-
sible, units occupy the same location within the BSA
relative to other units every time the BSA moves. They
build a habitual relationship with the units on all sides
of them. This expedites coordination of sectors of fire.
Since night vision devices are likely to be scarce, the
overd| security plan includes an illumination S§>Ian.
Details on sector defense planning arein FM 19-4.

The base cluster commander plans for a reaction
force from assets in the cluster. He calls this force when
a base's defenses cannot defeat the threat and combat
forces are not immediately available. As a minimum,
the reaction force consists of personnel, vehicles,
machine guns, grenade launchers, rifles, and FM
radios. It Iswell rehearsed and reacts precisely and
immediately. It plans and practices rally point opera-
tionsand other detailed procedures in advance, such
as lanes of movement to various points on the
perimeter. The support battalion commander submits
copies of the base cluster defense plan to the brigade
S3. He also proposes obstacles and indirect fire sup-
port plans to the brigade S3 for review and approval.

The BCOC ensuresthat al base commanders un-
derstand the different threat levels and the associated
actions. The brigade staff is also aware the support
battalion is neither staffed nor equipped to continue
support oPerations at normal levels while responding to
incr levels of threat. Support is degraded. How
much it is degraded depends on the level of the threat.

Level | threats are defeated g?/ base or base cluster
self-defense measures. They normally involve the activities
of agents, saboteurs, and terrorists. Typical actions the
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base cluster commander requires in such situations
include manning OPs fully and increasing guards. The
base cluster commander requires spot-checking vehicles
and tightening base security. He also aerts defensive

erimeter personnel and increases protection of key
acilities.

Level 11 threats are those beyond base or base cluster

self-defense capabilities. Response forces can defeat
Level |1 threats. They normally involve -

» Diversionary and sabotage operations by uncon-
ventional forces.

» Raid, anbush, and reconnai ssance operations by
small combat units.

« Special or unconventional wartime missions.

The base cluster commander Iikelgl requires strictly
controlled accessto al areas, reinforcement of the
perimeter defenses, preparation for withdrawal from
OPs, and the alerting of the reaction force.

A tactical combat forceis required to defesat a Level
11 threat. Level 111 threats normally involve —

* Heliborne operations.
* Airborne operations.
¢ Amphibious operations.

* Penetration by enemy forces from the main battle
area

* Ground force defiberate operations (for example,
operational maneuver groups with linkup of
smaller airborne and assault units).

* Infiltration operations.

Artillery or air strikes normally precede such enemy
operations. The base cluster commander withdraws
OPs and commits reaction forces. He also notifies the
brigade S2/S3 and ceases support operations.

The BCOC determines the level of threat and issues
prearranged aerts to al bases. The BCOC also deter-
mines the probability of an air attack and issues air
defense warnings.

The BCOC develops save plan procedures in ad-
vance. If the support battalion is under imminent
danger from aLevel Il or |11 threat, the BCOC calls for
asave plan of key BSA assets. The BCOC identifies key
elementsin advance. It prepares to move to a predesig-
nated site with minimum notice. Key elements likely
include C2, ATP, Class IIl, emergency medical treat-
ment, and austere maintenance elements. Personnel
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perform emergency destruction of equipment and sup-

plies (excluding Class VII1) to avoid enemy capture.
Priority items for destruction include COMSEC items,

fuel ammunition, vehicles, communications equipment,
and weapons.

The BCOC dso identifies primary and secondary entry
points into the BSA. It designates preplanned landin
zones for brigade reaction forces to use when required.
The BCOC conducts regular (preferably daily) meetings
with base representatives to update the defensive plan.

BASE OPERATIONS

The base cluster commander organizes elementsin
the BSA into bases for self-defense. Normally, each
company and field trainsin the BSA constitutes a base.
The base cluster commander organizes miscellaneous
small teams into bases. The base commander prepares
the base defense plan and coordinates with the base
cluster commander. The base commander trains all
personnel in basic defensive techniques to establish a
viable perimeter. The base commander develops a reac-
tion force for internal security and reinforcement of the
base. Each base defends itself against a Level | threat
and delaysa Level 11 threat until areaction force arrives.
The base may face aLevel 11 threat. If S0, it takes action
to prevent critica supplies and equipment from falling
into enemy hands. It also defends itself aslong as pos-
sible and avoids capture.

Base commanders are responsible for the following:

o Coordinating with bases on each side to plan
mutually supporting fires and to avoid troops en-
gaging each other. If a problem exists, the base
commander notifies the base cluster commander.

» Ensuring each individual isassigned afighting
position. As much as possible, positions provide
overhead cover. Positions also allow for interlock-
ing sectors of fire.

« Ensuring proper individual fighting positions are
prepared. Soldiersuse al available cover. Posi-
tions provide frontal protection from direct fire
while alowing fire to the front and oblique. Protec-
tion from indirect fire requires a depression or
hole at |east 1 1/2 feet thick with overhead cover.
Details on fighting positions are in FM 5-103.

« Deploying crew-served weapons in fighting posi-
tions with primary and secondary sectors of fire.
Instructions for preparing positions for each type
of crew-served weapon are also in FM 5-103. Base
commanders submit a sector sketch to the base
cluster commander. The sector sketch details the
location and range of all crew-served weapons
and M203s.
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* |dentifying target reference pointsto direct fire
against approaching ground or air enemy forces.

* Deploying all weapon-carrying vehicles on the
base perimeter. Thisincludes vehiclesin the BSA
for repair.

* Ensuring vehicles are properly positioned, Natural
Q%\ller and concealment are used as much as pos-
shle

* Setting up OPs and LPs. OPs provide agood view
of the sector, which ideally overlaps with the ad-
jacent OP sectors. Both the OPs and routes to
them provide cover and concealment. They are
not in positions that attract attention (such as
isolated groups of trees) or on the very peaks of
hills where positions are silhouetted. Further
guidance on OPsisin FMs19-4 and 17-98.

* Establishing patrols.

* Enforcing noise and light discipline.

» Ensuring camouflage is used properly. Guidance
isin FM 5-20.

* Planning and establishing hasty obstacles.

* Ensuring soldiers know alert signals and proper
responses to artillery and air attacks.

SUPPLY POINT BASES

Whenever possible, natural berms, deep-cut protective
positions, natural terrain concealment, and camouflage
nets protect fuel tanks. Personnel protect Class |, I, and
|V items in deep-cut trenchesif time allows. Construction
of trenches for these items is alow priority. Traffic control
includes measures to concea movement at, to, and from
supply points. At water points, personnel control spillsto
avoid standing pools of water which reflect light.

MAINTENANCE FACILITY BASES

In the base shop area, personnel prepare individual
positions near hilleting areas and on the periphery of work
stations. They construct simple cut-and-cover or other
expedient shelters next to key shop facilities for quick protec-
tion from artillery and air attacks. Whenever possible, they



integrate weapon systems on vehiclesin the BSA shop
for repair in the base defense plan.

CLEARING STATION

Medical personnel require shelters with adequate
overhead cover so treatment can continue during
hostilities. While adirect attack on HSS assetsis not
likely, the commander cannot rule out this action.
More redigticaly, enemy actions, disrupt HSS opera-
tions by interdicting evacuation routes, destroying
bridges, and sabotaging supplies. Also, the enemy
may damage or destroy HSS units and other assets
because of their proximity to other rear areafacilities
targeted for destruction. Dispersion of HSS assets,
within the limits of the tactical Situation, becomes a
vital consideration. In the event of an attack, HSS per-
sonnel dispatch treatment and evacuation assets to the
damaged area.

Defense plans do not require medical unitsto fire
on enemy troops unless it is the result of direct attack
upon medical units. Medical units do not fire to support
adjacent units unless the enemy directly threatens
medica units. Under the provisions of the Geneva
Convention, medica unit personnel do not man the
perimeter defense of nonmedical units. These non-
medica units include unit trains or logistics areas. To
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require such action causes the loss of protected status.
See FM 8-10 for additional information.

TRANSPORTATION PLATOON BASE

The elements of rear operations that have the most
impact on transportation units are the assembly and move-
ment of reserves and the relocation of units. Deployment
routes offer concealment from observation. Supply per-
sonnel disperse supply storage areas and move them
f;lequently. Strict traffic regulation and control are essen-
tial.

Dispersion of vehicles is also essentidl. There is enough
dispersion between vehicles and facilities to offer protec-
tion against loss resulting from hostile ground action
including mortar and artillery fire and againgt hostile air
attack. When authorized personnel construct roadblocks
and place antivehicular and antitank mines on likely
avenues of approach. They camouflage trucks and facilities
with natural vegetation or lightweight screening systems.
Personnel conceal vehicle tracks going into the area and
make vehicle tracks going into unoccupied areas to deceive
the enemg. As transportation commitments increase, the
personnel to man the perimeter decrease. A ?ood can-
didate for the transportation company reaction force isthe
maintenance section. They habitualy work together and
typicaly remain in the base.

TRAINING

Training in defense principles and techniques is criti-
cal to the survival of BSA elements. Training includes use
of organic weapons, communications procedures and
emplacement and monitoring of ground sensors. Training
also includes preparation of defensive positions, fire sup-
port coordination and NBC defense measures.

INDIVIDUAL TRAINING

All personnel have a part in base defense operations.
They likely require refresher training in the following
aress.

* Preparation of individual fighting positions.

* Camouflage, cover, and concealment.

« Patrolling and operating roadblocks and check-
points.

* Limited visihility operations.

* Cross-training on individua and crew-served
weapons and supporting equipment available in the
unit .

* Marksmanship, especialy night firing, and the
preparation of range cards.

* LPand OP operations with emphasis on security,
sound and light discipline, and reporting procedures.

* Emplacement and maintenance of special observa-
tion and detection devices such as sensors, flares, and
remotely employed sensors.

* Cross-training in all communications equipment
available in the unit.

* Obstacle construction and mine and booby trap
employment.
* Useof raly paints.

* Useof individual and crew-served weaponsin an
ar defense role.

* OPSEC.

* |dentification of threat vehicles and equipment.
* Spot reports using SALUTE format.

* Fire support requests, coordination, and adjustment.
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o Target engagement and designation techniques,
o |dentification, marking, and neutralization of mine

fields.
UNIT TRAINING

Unit training focuses on rehearsal of base defense
lans and continuation of the support mission under
imited attack. It also focuses on full occupation of
defensive positions. Rehearsals are crucial. Training
center experience shows that units which rehearse
defense plans greatly increase their ability to survive
BSA attacks. The support battalion asks the brigade
headquarters for support from combat units for tactical

training. The support battalion also asks the MI com-
pany for OPSEC training.

Rehearsals include manning of defensive positions,
commitment of reaction forces, and coordination of
supporting fires. Rehearsals also include coordination
with adjacent bases and integration of external support
by MPs and the tactical combat force. BDOC and
BCOC exercises aso train leaders to exercise fire sup-
port coordination and to test communications. They
train leaders to exercise required coordination among
bases, base clusters, and the brigade rear CP. Trainers
conduct rehearsals during day and night and in various
weather conditions.

AREA DAMAGE CONTROL

Effective planni n(];, setting of specific responsibilities,
and use of al available assets to conduct ADC are

necessary to restore operations and provide continuous
support. Plannersin the brigade $4 section and support
battalion ensure logistics and HSS are available to suE-
port the brigade. When ADC assets are available, the
support battalion/brigade rear CP provides each base
with external support necessary to overcome an attack

and return to its primary mission.

Effective damage control is decentralized and ex-
ecuted at the lowest level. BSA base commanders review
and identify all assets available within the base. They
a0 assess the base's capability to conduct ADC opera-
tions. Assets include medical evacuation and treatment
elements. Assets also include equipment evacuation
and repair, critical supply, and EOD assets. BSA base
commanders and the support battalion commander
identify critical support points. They include points that
are the solelocal sources of supplies. They examine
innovative ideas and initiatives to minimize damage.
They coordinate with host-nation assets, MPs, and
engineer units through the brigade rear CP. The com-
manders include ADC plans in the BDOC and BCOC
defense plans. The support battalion S2/S3 helpsthe
brigade rear CP identify emergency food, clothing, water,
and fuel sources, and available distribution assets.

In accordance with the ADC guidelines, basesin the
BSA complete the following tasks before an incident
OCCUS.

* Designate specific individuals and units to perform
ADC operations.

* Attempt to disperse and harden units and facilities
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to minimize damage; when practical, use existing
structures.

* Establish priorities within the area of operations.
|dentify those critical facilities requiring protec-
tion and logically prioritize the responsibilities
based on the commander’s directives. Report criti-
cal facilities not provided necessary ADC support
immediately.

. ggegsare, coordinate, and rehearse ADC plans and

* Organize, equip, and train personnel and units for
ADC opergtﬁ] ons.

* Designate alternate operational sites or alert
areas. Report facilities or supply pointsthat are
sole source facilities.

Basesin the BSA complete the following tasks during
and after an incident.

« Conduct an immediate assessment of the damage
and report to the BCOC. Simultaneoudly, initiate
actions to isolate the danger areas and to prevent
extension or continuation of the damage. (Fighting
fires, stopping gas leaks, and minimizing flooding
are examples)

o Wherefeasible, Frevent fires by bunkering and
isolating flammables and explosives. Fight existing
fires with stored water or identified water sources.
Extensive fire-fighting is primarily a unit respon-
sibility with support from engineer fire-fighter
teams where available. However, due to the extended
distances involved and the current technology that
produces widespread devastation, aternate means



may have to be used. Local fire-fighting capabilities
such as HNS or the acquisition of commercial
material to support ad hoc fire-fighting teams may
be necessary.

Perform self-, buddy-, and first aid for casualties,
and transport casualties. If possible, medical per-
sonnel and vehicles evacuate patients. However,
the timely transportation of casualties is important.
The situation may require the use of nonmedical
vehicles for mass casualties. If possible, medical
personnel accompany those patients being
transported in nonmedical vehicles to provide en
route patient care.

Coordinate with the MPs to provide traffic control.
This ensures fire-fighting equipment gains access
to the area and ambulances and evacuation vehicles
clear the area. MPs notify the brigade command post
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of blocked routes and divert treffic as necessar?/.
The MPs also provide refugee control, straggler
control, and some [ocal security when required.

» Coordinate with the engineers to support critical

facilities. Engineers construct fortifications and
barriers and clear debris and rubble in support of
the base ADC mission.

+ Coordinate EOD support to area damage control

operations with the EODCT. One EODCG with
four subordinate EOD detachmentsis allocated to
each separately deployed brigade.

Coordinate for decontamination support. The

contaminated units evacuate along specific routes
(not the MSR) assigned by the MCO to the ap-

pointed decontamination Sites. The MPs provide

route control.
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